LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE

into twenty-five years of unofficial life such an infinite
variety of legislative and judicial good. By the well-
applied exertions of a long and active life, he has become
a benefactor to all classes of his countrymen. Of his own
order he commands the grateful esteem, for he watched
the right and privileges of his brother peers with almost
jealous vigilance, and contributed to raise their Court of
Appeal in the last resort, to the high consideration which
it still bears. To his profession he has bequeathed an excel-
lent legacy, in his writings, and admirable judgments,
elucidating and confirming the law of real property".1

But of the humbler members of this great community,
he merits in an especial manner the respect and homage,
exposed as they are to fluctuations and distress; for it was
he who first turned aside the law from indiscriminately
visiting misfortune with the.penalties due to crime alone,
and stamped upon the Statute Book the great Christian
precept, "to proclaim liberty to the captive, and the open-
ing of the prison to them that are bound."

1 Ibid., p. 190.
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